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	Sector-leading and innovative practice in the SLICpod room
The college had established a SLICpod room within its learning centre to enable learners and staff to practise using new learning technologies such as SmartBoards, MP3 docking stations and podcasting software.  It was piloting the use of the facility with learners from HNC Music and Audio Technology.  The college and the innovation fund of the Scottish Library Information Council (SLIC) provided the programme funding for the room and the pilot programme.

The aims of the SLICpod room project were to broaden the services for learners, to address learner expectations of modern approaches for teaching and learning, to promote the resources available to learners in the college, to facilitate independence in learning and to provide appropriate content for the college VLE.  Learners had access to a range of other facilities including text to speech, podcasting software and iPods and PDAs.  Learners were able to utilise the software to generate podcasts, in a variety of languages and international accents, which they could downloaded on to their iPods and use for private study at a time convenient to them.

Good complementary facilities for independent and group study were available on the mezzanine floor and in the SmartBoard room.  The initiative had resulted in improvements in retention and attainment for learners on HNC Music and Audio Technology.  Learners’ needs were met well through the use of cutting-edge technology that they were familiar with in their daily lives.  The pilot had helped develop the independent learning skills of learners by providing opportunities for them to use current technology to access learning resources at times which suited them.
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